
A year into the global pandemic and our 
lives have changed in ways we could 
hardly have imagined. 

While we struggle to support our loved-ones from 

a distance and do our part to protect vulnerable 

members of our communities, there is another 

desperate call for help that we cannot ignore: the 

planet is in crisis.  

Looking ahead Canadians face the further 

consequences of decisions made by leaders across our 

country and that looks like the  continued destruction 

of critical habitat, pushing species to the brink of 

extinction, changing landscapes forever, and unevenly 

burdened marginalized communities who suffer the 

worst effects of climate change and pollution. 

Climate change is releasing pathogens from thawing 

permafrost in the Arctic, heatwaves threaten to 

weaken immune systems, and species are migrating 

to escape rising temperatures. How humans interact 

with our planet is a key driver in the emergence of 

diseases like COVID-19. 

Looking ahead, Canadians are facing further 

fallout from the environmental rollbacks made by 

governments in Alberta and Ontario during the first 

few months of the pandemic, which is why we need 

to hold those in power to account for their actions. 

This year, our elected leaders will have the unenviable 

challenge of managing multiple, intersecting crises, 

including the pandemic response and recovery, 

climate emergency, and mass biodiversity loss. This 

is no easy task, but our collective wellbeing depends 

on the choices that governments make in charting a 

path forward on these fronts. 

That’s where you come in. Thanks to your support, 

we have been working tirelessly throughout this 

unprecedented time to defend the environment from 

government decisions that fail to protect our people 

and planet.  Ecojustice lawyers and scientists are 

actively working on more than 30 legal actions to 

protect your right to a healthy environment, combat 

climate change and defend nature. 

In the pages of this newsletter, we report on just a 

few of the cases to let you know how your dollars 

are being put to work in the fight for a brighter 

environmental future. 
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NORTHERN PULP

DE BEERS

With your help Ecojustice and Friends  
of the Northumberland Strait (FONS) 
scored another victory as the Minister  
of Environment did not approve 
Northern Pulp’s proposed new effluent 
treatment facility and has ordered  
a full Environmental Assessment 
Report (EAR) for the project.

“We are very pleased that the Minister 
of Environment recognized that 

Northern Pulp has not provided the 
science to show that this project can be 

built and operated without significant 
harm,” says James Gunvaldsen 
Klaassen, one of our lawyers.

“Northern Pulp has twice produced 
unreliable and inaccurate documents, 
although they had five years to gather 

information,” says Jill Graham-Scanlan, 
President of FONS. “We believe the 

Minister had enough evidence to reject 
the proposal now, but we are ready  

to present him with the science  
a third time.”  

The Northumberland Strait is a sensitive 

environment that supports a unique ecosystem. 

It supports a lucrative fishery for thousands of 

fishers from Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, 

New Brunswick, and First Nations communities. 

The list of harmful impact to the environment 

and local communities is long, but we are 

confident that a full environmental assessment 

report will prove that Northern Pulp’s proposal 

would cause significant harm and that the 

project will be rejected.

De Beers Canada’s Victor Mine is nestled in 
the James Bay lowlands in the Attawapiskat 
watershed – part of the largest wetland on 
the planet. Victor Mine is the first and only 
diamond mine in Ontario, but it recently got 
attention for all the wrong reasons.

When the Ontario government gave De Beers the 

green light to mine for rough diamonds, it outlined 

conditions in its approval – one of them being that  

De Beers must report methylmercury levels at its 

downstream monitoring station.

Methylmercury is a toxin that bioaccumulates in the 

surrounding watershed and aquatic life, and can then 

be passed into humans. In 2016, it emerged that De 

Beers did not report information for five out of nine 

monitoring stations between 2009 and 2014, which is 

in violation of their permit. The province has not held 

De Beers accountable for this unlawful failure to report.

As a result, Ecojustice launched a private prosecution 

to hold De Beers accountable to their permit. We’re 

alleging that De Beers Canada broke the law by 

failing to meet the reporting conditions of its permit. 

The Ontario government had the opportunity to 

prosecute those failures, but they chose not to do so. 

We’re using the private prosecution, a tool available 

for citizen informants, to demand accountability of 

public institutions.

A win would be important for making sure that mining 

and natural resource extraction companies comply 

with the conditions of their permit. This case would 

set a precedent for the so-called “Ring of Fire” in 

northern Ontario and how mining is regulated.

Snow geese migrate north each 
year to breed in the coastal marshes 

of the Hudson Bay Lowlands.
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OUR RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT
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Ecojustice closes that gap and helps to amplify 

their voices.”

 “A gift through your will is the ultimate expression 

of your values, so I had to put a lot of thought 

into what those are. Also, I’m relatively young so I 

want to make sure the causes I chose will still 

have urgent needs decades into the future.” 

 “I trust that when I’m gone, Ecojustice will use 

my gift where it’s needed most. I hope that seven 

generations from now will also get to experience 

the wonder of nature that sustains us today.”

Kirsten first learned of Ecojustice when 
caught in the middle of the action – she works 
with Ontario Nature, a client in the 2017 case 
against harmful bee-killing pesticides. 

Canadians may be shocked to learn that  
we – who live among some of the world’s 
last-remaining boreal forest systems and 
along the shores of the Great Lakes – do not 
have a legal right to a healthy environment. 

One person who was not shocked is Baskut Tuncak, 

the former United Nations Special Rapporteur on 

hazardous substances and wastes, who served in the 

role from 2014-2020.

In his final report, he concluded that “people and peoples in 

Canada are chronically exposed to a multitude of toxic 

substances, which can and should be prevented.”

Legal recognition of the right to a healthy environment 

would guarantee that everyone in Canada has the right 

to access to a safe, clean and sustainable environment.

KIRSTEN DAHL

It’s high time Canada’s federal government 

explicitly recognized and enshrined this right in 

Canadian law.

The COVID-19 pandemic highlights why a right 

to a healthy environment is so essential. The 

people most impacted by environmental racism 

and discrimination are also being 

disproportionately impacted by coronavirus. A 

growing body of evidence links exposure to 

environmental pollution to higher instances of 

illness and death from COVID-19.

It is now time for Canada to join the majority of 

countries around the world and recognize the 

right to a healthy environment. But for now, the 

ball is – as it always has been – in the federal 

government’s court.

“I hope that seven generations from now will also get to  
experience the wonder of nature that sustains us today.”
As a life-long environmental activist, Kirsten feels 

outrage that decision-makers will side-step their own 

laws. She says; “We need to support a robust and 

independent third sector. Charities, community 

organizations, and non-profits provide vital research, 

sound the alarm, and rally local action when our 

government drops the ball” 

“I support Ecojustice not just because I’ve seen its 

effectiveness first-hand, but also to stand up against 

environmental racism. First Nations and other racialized 

communities are disproportionally impacted by 

pollution, and typically have less resources to fight it – 
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ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
By choosing 100 per cent post-consumer recycled fibre instead 
of virgin paper for this printed material, the following natural 
resources will be saved or reduced this year: 41 trees; 10,698 kg 
of wood; 131,312 litres of water; 1,668 kg of landfill; 3,236 kg of 
net greenhouse emissions; 47 million Btu energy.
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We recently received word that the 
seven courageous young people 
Ecojustice is backing in a landmark 
climate lawsuit against the Government 
of Ontario will get their day in court.

For the first time ever, a Canadian court has ruled 

that fundamental rights protected under the 

Charter can be threatened by climate change 

and citizens have the ability to challenge a 

Canadian government’s action on the climate 

crisis under the highest law in the land. Your 

donations helped us achieve this incredible feat.

The news came just over a year after our youth 

clients sued the Doug Ford government for 

weakening Ontario’s climate targets and 

violating Ontarians’ Charter rights to life, 

liberty, and security of the person. In its 

ruling, the Ontario Superior Court of 

Justice delivered a rebuke of the Ford 

government’s attempt to shut down the 

youth-led lawsuit and affirmed that our 

clients’ case will be heard in full.

According to the court’s ruling: “This case is of 

public interest, in that it transcends the 

interest of all Ontario residents, not just the 

Applicants’ generation or the ones that follow.”

Mathur et. al. v. Her Majesty in Right of 

Ontario is the only time a Canadian Court 

has recognized that the harms caused by 

climate change can engage our Charter 

protected rights to life, liberty and 

security of the person.

The Ford government tried to get our 

case dismissed on grounds that the 

courts aren’t the right forum for 

addressing the climate crisis, that 

climate impacts will play out so far 

in the future we can’t understand 

them now, that the climate crisis is so 

big and complicated that Ontario’s 

targets don’t make a difference, and 

that the young people bringing the 

case can’t represent the interests of 

future generations.

Thanks to your support, our clients — 

Sophia, Zoe, Shaelyn, Alex, Shelby, 

Madi, and Beze — made legal history 

and prevailed on every one of these 

grounds. Thank you.

Your support is the reason we’ve been able to 

assemble a stellar legal team, comprised of 

Ecojustice lawyers and award-winning 

constitutional law experts Nader Hasan and 

Justin Safayeni of Stockwoods LLP, to 

represent these remarkable young climate 

leaders in this landmark lawsuit.

And together, we’re determined to keep 

making history. We’re going to pull out all 

the legal stops to chart a better path for 

climate action in Canada — because when 

it comes to defending the people and 

places we love, there’s no time to waste. 

Thank you for standing with us as we 

continue this battle.

CLIMATE UPDATE       


