BACKGROUNDER
Ecojustice is Canada’s largest environmental law charity.  We use the law to protect nature, combat climate change, and fight for a healthy environment for all.
Along with lawyers with East Coast Environmental Law Association, Ecojustice has been working with Harrietsfield residents for years to address groundwater contamination in Harrietsfield.  In 2014 and 2016, Ecojustice lawyers represented a group of residents who intervened in court proceedings to argue that a clean-up orders for the site should be upheld. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2003, the operators of a Construction & Demolition (C & D) recycling facility across the road from Marlene’s home applied to Nova Scotia Environment (NSE) to dispose of C & D waste on its property. Although NSE refused the approval over the unacceptable risk of irreversible damage to the environment, it allowed the operators to dispose of waste stockpiled on the site in a containment cell.  Testing of groundwater and nearby Shea’s Lake at the time showed that contamination from the C&D recycling facility was impacting the local environment.  The operators were required to undertake regular water monitoring 
2009-2010 
· After noticing fluctuations in the well water data, Marlene Brown wrote to NSE, and learned that no one in the ministry had been reviewing and analyzing the data on Harrietsfield’s well water quality. 
· The NSE revealed that seven domestic wells located near the recycling facility were “very likely” or “likely” influenced by contamination from the site, and that a groundwater plume appeared to be mobilizing uranium into groundwater and causing upward trends in other contaminants as well. It appeared that the contamination was due to operations on the site as well as the containment cell. 
· Nova Scotia’s Minister of Environment issued an order requiring five past and present owners and operators to monitor contamination and develop plans to manage the site. One of the named companies appealed that order. 
2014 
· Ecojustice lawyers represented Marlene and two of her neighbours before the Nova Scotia Supreme Court, arguing that the order must be upheld. 
2015 
· The Court upholds the Ministerial Order. The Court requires the Minister of Environment to reconsider a clause in the order that deals with the containment cell. It remains unclear whether a geoengineer ever certified the containment cell and whether the cell’s leachate collection system was regularly monitored as required by government. 
2016-17 
· In February 2016, the Minister issued two new orders requiring the site’s owners and operators to monitor and remediate the site. Those named appealed both orders. Ecojustice represented intervenors to argue that the orders should be upheld.  
· Court agrees with the intervenors and the Minister that the clean-up orders should be upheld. The cell remains on the site and contains approximately 120,000 tonnes of waste that continues to pose a risk to some residents’ water supply. Despite legally-binding orders, no one has sampled residents’ well water in over a year.  Marlene and her neighbours continue to push NSE to ensure the site is cleaned up. 
